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INTRODUCTION TO THE THIRD EDITION

In January, 1945, the editors of the Shakespeare Fellowship Quarterly noted that since J.
Thomas Looney published “Shakespeare” Identified in 1920, “some 50 books, pamphlets and
widely published magazine articles have been issued, amplifying and corroborating Mr.

Looney’s original discoveries.” Today, the number has increased to more than 6,000 articles,
reviews and letters—and more than 300 books and pamphlets—providing support for the idea
that Edward de Vere, 17" Earl of Oxford, was the author of the works traditionally attributed to
William Shakspere of Stratford-Upon-Avon.

An Index to Oxfordian Publications is designed to serve as a guide through that wealth of
information for both the general reader interested in learning more about the extent of research
into the Oxfordian aspects of the Shakespeare authorship question, and as a reference tool for the
more serious scholar who is already aware of much of the research that has been conducted on
various topics but needs to find specific books or articles.

This Third Edition includes two thousand new listings (an increase of 50% over the 2013
Second Edition), including several new sections that expand the /ndex’s coverage to practically
all Oxfordian publications over the past 95 years. In addition to updating all current Oxfordian
periodicals (newsletters and journals) and filling in the gaps where older records had been
incomplete before, the /ndex now includes more than 1,000 articles from 200 non-Oxfordian
publications that have reviewed and commented on the Oxfordian theory. Among these are the
regular Oxfordian columns that appeared in Louis Marder’s Shakespeare Newsletter (1979-1991)
and Shakespeare Pictorial (1929-1939), as well as others ranging from The Times Literary
Supplement, The New York Times Book Review, Harper's, Shakespeare Quarterly, and Notes &
Queries, to newspapers, magazines and smaller literary reviews from around the world. Not
every author listed has been convinced that Edward de Vere wrote Shakespeare’s works, but all
have had something substantive to say about the question of his authorship.

The Index has also been expanded to include an extensive bibliography of almost every Oxfordian
book published since 1920, along with selected non-Oxfordian books on the Shakespeare authorship
question in general. The 350 listings in the new book section include both nonfiction commentary and
criticism, and also fictional works inspired by the authorship question. The /ndex also includes the
contents of 22 collections of Oxfordian articles in book form, all cross-referenced with the original
publications, and a J. Thomas Looney Reading List with details of all of Looney’s Oxfordian writings as
well as commentary about them and him by others, in preparation for the important 2020 centennial of
the publication of “Shakespeare” Identified.

I have made two changes to the format of Part 1, which includes all Oxfordian works sorted by
author. That section now includes books as well as articles, reviews and letters, and each author’s
entries are now in chronological order, which readers of past editions felt would be more informative
than the previous alphabetical listing.

As useful as it is, this /ndex is only one of three tools that researchers need, the other two
being a subject index to the entries in it, and a database that will make all entries readily
available. Bill Boyle, through his Shakespeare Online Authorship Resources (SOAR) catalog,
available at the New England Shakespeare Oxford Library (NESOL) website
(www.shakespeareoxfordlibrary.org), has undertaken these tasks, and SOAR now contains
online, key-word searchable records for all of the articles listed in this Third Edition. In addition,
several thousand of these records also include hyperlinks to full text versions of the articles, with
the ultimate goal being to have links to full text versions of all of them. Boyle’s work, deserving
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of the support of everyone interested in preserving research documenting Oxford’s authorship of
Shakespeare’s works, will eventually make all articles listed in this /ndex easily accessible to
anyone who wants to read them.

As in previous editions, the Index is intended to guide readers not just to Oxfordian
research and findings published to date, but also to the individuals who have produced it.
Readers might be surprised to learn that more than 1,100 people have contributed to discussion
of the Oxfordian answer to the Shakespeare authorship question — some by only one article or
letter — but others by dozens of articles, all the way up to Richard F. Whalen, with 174 articles,
reviews and letters.

While most Oxfordians are aware of the contributions being made by those currently
actively researching and publishing their work, and also of such early luminaries as J. Thomas
Looney, Percy Allen, Captain Bernard M. Ward and Colonel Bernard R. Ward, Eva Turner
Clark, Charles W. Barrell, Charlton and Dorothy Ogburn, Charlton Ogburn, Jr., and Ruth Loyd
Miller, they might not be much aware of the sizeable contributions made by other Oxfordians
during the past half-century whose articles are still worth reading, including Louis P. Bénézet,
Gwynneth M. Bowen, Herbert Cutner, Gordon G. Cyr, Col. Montagu Douglas, Father Francis
Edwards, Katherine E. Eggar, A. Bronson Feldman, Admiral H. H. Holland, Richard C. Horne,
Jr., Morse Johnson, William Kent, Harold W. Patience, Canon Gerald Rendall, David W. T. C.
Vessey, and Ruth M. D. Wainewright.

Many of these people are well worth remembering not only for the quality of their research,
but also for their effort to keep the Oxfordian flame alive during the long decades of the past 95
years. Perhaps the most important benefit of this /ndex comes not from the articles indexed in it,
but simply from the reminder it offers Oxfordians today that they are part of the long and
arduous effort to garner rightful recognition of Edward de Vere, 17™ Earl of Oxford, as the
author of the greatest literary creations in human history.

JimWawrenw
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